THK PRODUCTION OF
to a syrupy consistency. This evapq^afcioji:;;
done, however, with, great caution, as by contact with
air, glycerine, especially if it has already reached a
high concentration, again becomes dark coloured.
The glycerine obtained by this treatment is quite
pure, and one obtains also a good yield of glycerine
in relation to the quantity of oil used ; at the present
time, however, scarcely any glycerine is prepared in
this way, as the cost of production is so heavy that
the glycerine so produced is much dearer than the
equally pure and highly concentrated product which
is yielded by the stearic acid manufactory. More-
over, lead plaster is now increasingly rarely pre-
pnred from oliye oil, being mostly made by directly
saponifying with litharge oleic acid, which, can be
cheaply obtained as a by-product in stearic acid
manufacture.
PRODUCTION OF GLYCERINE   IN THK STKABIO ACID
FACTORY.
In works in which the so-called stearic acid, i.e.
a mixture of stearic and palmitic acids, is produced,
a very considerable quantity of glycerine results as a
by-product, and it is worked up as a very valuable
substance in all the larger works of this class, that
is to say, concentrated, and. refined. The way in
which this is carried out depends upon the process
which has been employed for the decomposition of
the fats, as will also the yield of glycerine obtained.
The decomposition of fats can be effected in many
ways, either by saponillcation with alkalies or alka-